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Your mornings at the Elephant Freedom
Projectwere spent getting your hands dirty
with elephant care and other essential day
to day volunteer activities. You walked with
the elephants and learnt how to be
mahouts! We showed you that elephants
can be walked without chains and that our
mahouts only cay the bullhook as a safety

precautionci KSe& yS@OSNJ dzaS A

the elephants. You had the chance to enjoy
the stunning Sri Lankan landscape whilst
watchingSujee and Washtcheerfully
chomping through the undergrowth.

Cleaning up after the elephants is a BIG job
but you tackled it with humour and aplomb,
putting that elephant dung to good use in
our eco garden. We were so impressed
with all yourdetermination and teamwork,
toiling away in the hot sun to help us make
a better life forWashtu and SujeeYou kept
laughing andmilingthroughoutand we

had so much fun working with you.

You demonstrated your culinary skills with
our Sri Lankan cooking lessons, helping to
make the delicious meals that we all
enjoyed througlout your stay. You learned
to make curries, dhal and salads as well as
rice balls for the elephantswhich were so
delicious hat Sujee and Washtu were lucky
to get any! The rice balls and curries used
fresh coconut milk that you made using
traditional tools ¢ you grew to be expert
coconut graters!

We also taught you a little Sinhala language
during your visit; aliya dahat!




We set you a challenge for your gap trip to
Sri Lank& to design and build new
elephant enrichment facilities for Sujee and
Washtu.

Enrichment is very important for animals in
captivity ¢ it encourages natural behaviours
that would occur in the wild. Téiaids
normal development and helps domestic
animals to stay happy and healthy.
Enrichment may be provided by feeding
mechanisms, enclosure design, routine and
interaction or simply by providing toys and
objects of interest.

We showed you the enrichmenéthniques
already used regularly by EFP and helped
you to develop some fresh ideas and create
them using basic tools and recycled or
natural materials. You seemed to enjoy
working with tools and demonstrated some
fearsome skills! You built a variety olys

and food dispensers as well as a water
featureand scratching pogb keep Sujee
and Washtwstimulated andentertained.

On your final day you were able to test out
your work as we installed your creations in
the elephant enclosure. Sujee and Washtu
were intrigued by these new playthings and

hidden treats. %7%/?:
Inevitably they made short Work’%/ 11717 —
trampling most of the toys into o ut!!

they certainly had fun doing.itYou wil :
just have to come back next geand b

them somehing new!




